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Great Lakes Trivia!



 How much water is contained in the 
Great Lakes?
1) 600 billion gallons
2) 12 trillion gallons
3) 600 trillion gallons
4) 6 quadrillion gallons
5) 2 quintillion gallons

That’s 
5,500 
cubic 
miles!!!!



 How much of the worlds surface fresh 
water is located in the Great Lakes?

1) 2%
2) 6%
3) 10%
4) 20%
5) 25%

95 of  USA 
Surface 
fresh 
water!!!!



 How much Michigan Great Lakes 
coastline is there?

a) Equivalent to the entire USA Atlantic and 
Gulf of Mexico coast combined

b) Equivalent to the Atlantic New England 
coastline

c) Equivalent to the USA Gulf of Mexico 
shoreline

d) Equivalent to the entire USA Atlantic 
Coastline



The Great Lakes basin drains almost 520,000 km2 
(200,000 mi2)

Length of shoreline totals 17,000 km (10,200 mi, 
including connecting channels, mainland and 
islands).  

The U.S, shoreline is 7,200 km (4,500 mi), longer than 
the U.S. east coast and Gulf Coasts combined.

If the water of the Great Lakes were spread across 
the continental us, everything would be covered in 
10 feet of water

Spatial Extent



Great Lakes, 
Great Resources, 
Great Recreation!

Promotional booklet published by the GR & I 
railroad company, ca. 1886. (Courtesy of Clarke 
Historical Library, Central Michigan University, 

Mount Pleasant.) http://www.waterwinterwonderland.com/michiganpromos.aspx



Growing Tourism Areas: Birding

100% growth in 30 years!



Growing Tourism Areas: Kayaking



How to Plan your Trip?

https://www.davidrumsey.com/ https://www.Wikimedia.com



Online Trails
 Driving trails
 Highlight a navigable 

route
 Highlight notable places 

to stop

 Provide interpretive 
information
 Travel resources
 Natural features
 Cultural features



Featured Online Trails

 Birding
 Kayaking 
 Great Lakes 

Fisheries 
Heritage 



Creating A Community Asset
 Grassroots driven
 Diverse local and state partnerships
 Community buy in 
 State assistance, but local community 

leadership 



North Huron Birding Trail Partners



Network of partners:



Water Trails











Water Trails



State 
Designated 
Water Trails















MI Birding Trail Network

 Newly formed
Website being developed
 Manual being developed



Michigan’s Great Lakes Fisheries 
Heritage Consortium

 Since July 2012:
 Strategic planning
 Coordinated efforts statewide
 Statewide support for local partners
 Branding a ‘Trail’ of partners

 MI Sea Grant Planning & Development Investment

 Investments to create fisheries heritage tourism trail 
across Michigan – website, signage, etc.

 Great Lakes Fisheries Heritage Trails Conference



They tell the STORY of 
Michigan’s Great Lakes 

Fisheries History…

…OUR Great Lakes Fishing 
Heritage.

…AND…



Promote living history 
reflected in today’s fishery



…A Wealth of Interpretive, Educational  & 
Heritage Tourism Opportunities

http://www.fishtownmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Fishtown-front-cover-900x600-2.jpg








Impacts



Water Trails and Conservation
 The program launches with twelve 

trainings workshops in 2019:
 July 26 in Cheboygan on the Lake Huron North Shore Blueways
 July 29 in Rapid City on the Chain of Lakes Water Trail
 Aug. 1* in Tuscarora Township on the Inland Waterway
 Aug. 3 in Jackson on the Upper Grand River Water Trail
 Aug. 10 in Clay Township on the Blueways of St. Clair
 Aug. 11 in Mt. Clemens on the Clinton River Water Trail
 Sept. 7 in Benton Harbor on the Paw Paw River Water Trail
 Sept. 14 in Hessel on the Lake Huron North Shore Water Trail
 Sept. 15* in Brimley on the Lake Superior East Water Trail
 Sept. 16 in Sault Ste. Marie on the St. Marys River Island Explorer
 Sept. 30 in Gibraltar on the Detroit Heritage River Water Trail
 Date TBD: July or Aug. in Menominee on the Lake Michigan Water Trai|

*Tentative date. Dates and locations are subject to change.



Birding Trails and 
Conservation

 Raise awareness of 
conservation land issues
 Invasive species
 Habitat degradation
 Partnerships 

 Organize Volunteers
 Generate networks



Birding Trails and Conservation

 Garner Funds for restoration
 Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy garners 

CZM Grant for; 
 Invasive species management
 Expanded  trail 
Developed new trail materials



Birding Trails and Conservation
 Raise awareness of 

conservation lands 
importance to birds
 Increase Perceived value 

of conservation lands = 
 Increased local support



Next Steps: Evaluating Use and 
Economic Impacts



Elliot Nelson
elliotne@msu.edu    (906) 322-0353

www.miseagrant.umich.edu
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