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Research Areas

Invasive species & 
food web ecology

Hydro-meteorlogical &  
ecosystem forecasting

Observing systems & 
advanced technology

Protection & restoration 
of resources

Cooperative Institute for Great Lakes Research



CIGLR: Science for Society

Å What does a stakeholder engagement specialist do?
Foster public participation in Great Lakes science!



Case Study: Lake Erie Anglers & HAB Tracker 

ÅHarmful algal blooms

o What are they?

o Why are they a problem?

Å Lake Erie Anglers & HABs

o How are they impacted?

o Can the HAB Tracker help? Peter Essick (photographer) National Geographic 2011
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Harmful Algal Blooms



Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs)

Microcystis

Å Plant-like, small organisms

Å Algae are part of a natural lake 
system!

Å NOT all algae produce toxins

ÅMicrocystis: most common HAB in 
western lake Erie



Which photo is of Microcystis? Can you identify the other algae?

(A)

(B)

(C)

(D)

HABs: Know Your Algae! 

Microcystis Cladophora
(Saginaw Bay 
Muck)

Lemnoideae

(Duckweed)

Lyngbya



HABs: Impacts of HABs in Lake Erie

Å Health risks

People

Pets

Å Impact to fish? 

Å Impact to drinking water

2014 Toledo Water Crisis
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